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PART I 

CRG.A1lIZATIOlifA.L DATA 

1 • DESIGUATION 

1st 155nnn Gun Battery (SF) 
4th Battalion, 12th Marines 
3rd l'l.a.rine Division (Rein) FNF 

Major E. D. LITZENBERGER 
(1-30April) 

1st Sqd 3rd Seotion 2nd PIt 
Delta Btry, 1st Bn 44th Arty 
3 155mm Guns (SP) 1st 8" HoliB 'h7 

DETA.CHED UNITS 

e" tIowitzer Platoon EK 17 
8 11 Rowitzer Platoon Shawnee 

2.. ,IA..lCATION 

(1-30 AJril) 

(22-30 April) 

( 1-21 April) 
(21-:;0 April) 

1-30 April. Phil Bai, RVN (YD 89;126) 
8" Howitzer Platoon 1-21 April I fK 17 RVN (YD 648277) 
8" Howitzer Platoon 21-30 April: Shawnee AO (YD 4827) 

3. AViJRAGE MO~lTHLY STRENTG""d 

Offioers Enlisted Offioers Enlisted 

6 o 3 

.clnclosure (1) 
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In the early hours of 6 April, 2 Companies of the SOOth Battalion along with 

the C112 Sa:O'Jer Unit attacked the ARV1~ & USMC camp at PK 17 Y.D (647277) with a 001'-

tar barrage and ground attack. After overrc:ning the .&RVl1 portion of the camp, the 

Viet Cong turned On the 8" Howitzer Platoon. Using small arms, autolllatic weapons, 

.:;renades and the direct fire of the 8" lIowi tiler the J.1arines held the perimeter for 

3 hours before the Viet Cong withdrew. The platoon lost 1 USHC KIA., 1 USF KIA, 6 

USI':C WIA a.nd one 6" liowitzer out of a.ction due to a. direct hit with a mortar round. 

The enemy losses were 20 KIA (Conf) and 40 KIA. ('Prob). 

The !Jla.toon was taken Wlder mortar attack on the 7th and 17th. Counter mortar 

firtl was ·orought down on the p09i tions using 155mm Howitzer fires from the Bighorn 

;"0 and direct fire from the 611 1:iowitzel'. Negative USMC WIA in either encounter. 

c'n 21 A.pril the platoon displaced to Bighorn AO for further displa.cement to 

iShavrnee A.O. On 23 1.]lri1 the 811 Howitzer Platoon was l)laced Upcon under 1st 811 rlow-

itser 3sttery. 

:>uring this period the battery's tra.ining program included GJ.liS olasses in the 

1'1-"'60 ma.chine gun, first a.id (Heat Casualties) 50 oaliber ma.chine gun, small unit 

taotics, and mine "zarfare. This training was supplemented with FAM fires in the 

.45 pistol, M-60 machine gun, 50 ca.liber machine gtm, and .45 ca.liber submachine gun. 

Two formal classes and. d.emonstrations were given in direct fire of the 155mm Gun~ 

A.t 0130 on the 28th the Phu Bai combat base was taken under mortar attack from 

Vic. Y.D (891116). A.n outpost spott~d..:tb.e flashes and the battery was the first in the .,........ . . 

~n.c 10 sure (1 ) 
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Rlu Bai p~imeter to take the enemy position under ati'oack, fixing 50 caliber machine 

guns and the M42 Army 40mm A.A. gun. Du:ring this time the battery fired counter-

rocket plans as directed by 3rdBn, 26th Marines. A lOOrning patrol revealed the bat-

terya counter-mortar fire netted 7 KIA. This battery had only 2 minox VU. 

PART III 

~i}~UENTllL LISTInG OF SIGNIE'ICA.JSI.I! EVENTS 

1. a. Combat V.d.ssions A.ssigned 

1 April 1967 - 1st 155mm Gun Battery (SF) continuel? GIS Phu Ba.! AO. 

b. Significant Opera.tions Concluded 

1-4 April 1967 - 8" Howitzer Platoon - Operation CHINOOK II 

5-21 April 1967 - 8" Howitzer Platoon - Opera.tion BIGHOR:rf 

22-30 April 1967 - 6 t1 Howitzer Platoon - Operation SIlA1IINElE 

c. Casuali ties inflicted on the enemy 

d. Casualties Sustained 

KIA. (Pro b) 

47 

6 April 1967 - 8" Howitz.e:c Platoon sustained 2 KIA. and. 8 tru during 
fl, mortru:/ ground attaok. 

e. Logistics 

1.. General. During this period the battery rema.ined Adcon/Opcon of 
4th Battalion, 12th P~ines. 

i:..."1closure (1) 
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2. Sypply. The overa.ll 8'll1IPly is satisfactory. The major items 

on loan a.re: 

IT>>,r Q,UAlfUTY ~ 

a. AN/PRO, 25 2 4tbBn, 12th Marines 

b. TA 312/m , HqBn 3dMa.rl)iv{Rein)Fl·F 

a. TA-1/PT 2 liqBn 3dl'IaiDi v(Rein)F1F 

d. RC 292 3 liqt3n 3dMa.r:Di v(Rein) Flf 

e. Cot folding, canvas 18 RqBn 3d.MarDi v( Rein) F}l1l!' 

f. Insect bar, Cot 9 Eglin 3 dMa.r:Di v{ Rein) Fl'Jlf' 

g. Pole foldil1{5 J cot (set) 9 H@n 3dMa.rDiv(Rein)FMif 

h. Can, water 2 I:iqBn 3d1-Iar:Div(Rein)FW 

i. Truck: , 1/4 ton, M}8.l1 1 Hq'B n 3 dMarDi v{ Rein)Fl>F 

j. Truck, ;/4 ton, M37 1 HqBn 'dMarDiv{Rein)FU? 

3. ll!intena.:nce. The maintenance section has continued to improve the 

wcrking area. A Scavenger compressor waS replaced .on iii. 155mm G1U1. During 

this month a I'~" service was started on a. 155rnm Gun, belonging to 1s-t 8" 

Howitzer Battery. 

4. Food Services. The ba.ttery melm hall is now completed and in full 

opertttion. :Plans are being made to Jut a concrete deak. in the cocking area. 

5. Ca...'1tonement. During this period the bsttery cantonement 'Vras completed. 

6. Bunders and Perimeter Sequritx. Minor harraasment by the Viet Cong 

continues. The b&ttery is constantly chantP-ng and improving the defenses. 

m! ClASS IflEO 
~alosure (1) 
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7. Water. The battery continues to truck water from the Division Water 

Point. ' 

f. Civic Actioij. 

Plans are being formulated for the battery's part in 4th Batta.lion, 

12th 11arines Civic Action program. 

g. Administration. This battery is Adcon 4th Battalion, 12th Marines 

h. Personnel. 

Number of replacements received: 1 officer, 10 enlisted 

Number of personnel rota.tedl 1 officer, 7 enlisted 

Number of personnel lost through attrition other than rotation; 

1 USNC enlisted KIA. 

1 USN enlisted KIA ~"" ."' - '''' r; 

- ,-

1 USMC enlisted WI!. - Med Evao ion LftUllii ILU 
Promotionsl 1 to 1st Lieutenant; 9 to Sergeant E-5; 7 to LOpl; 9 to Cpl 

i. Fire Support. 

This battery furnished fire support a.s follows: 

Gen.eral Support/Rein 4th B;attalion, 12th. Marines 

.uirect Support designated recon ]llILtrols 

j.. Reoapitulation of Fire l'iisaiona, 

155lLIll Gun 27 

8 11 liowitzer 2 

Hl:u Ba:i A:!:ea 1-,0 April 1961 

92 

23 

125 

1 

242 440 32 

62 

40 512 

62 

Chinook..J3 ighorn-Bhawnee 1-}0 April 1961 

~ ~ ~ ~ !Q! ~ j!l ~ 

8" :dow! tzer 13 5 121 1;9 ;9; ,93 
.::U"'lclosure (1) 

. ~ r'liilll' •• III . 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

. • 0'0l~IDEIiTIAL • 

.?~ IV 

SUPPORTING DOCmm-"TS 

1. The following entries were taken from the computer records and S]:lot 

reports. 

042115~ A!Xi1 - Post spotted 3 people moving 200 meters outside of wire. 
:i:leople sa. t down; fired 1:1-79. One man observed running 
south, other two diaa.llP~ed. 

051705H April - Fir.ad. 12 roUIlds HE from 155mm Gun at suspected Viet Cong 
Battalion (YD 72 133). No surveillu.ae; mission in sup­
port of' ;;/26. 

0601000 April - 8" Howitzer PlatOon YD (647277) llas taken under attack by 
mortars and troo-ps.. I~et- results Friend:J.y - 2 KIA, 8 WIA. 
Enemy casualties ro KIA (eonf'), 40 KIA (?rob)_ 

062240Ii April - Fired 23 rounds mil 155mm G1.m in support of .!\BVH, (ID 740160) 
;';egative surveillance. 

012230H April .. 8" Howitzer Platoon YD (641277) received approximately 50 
rounds 82mm mortar. Platoon also received severa.l B-40 
rockets. No casualties. Platoon called Artillery rlission. 
:lollllds on target. 

0913300 April - Ba.ttery received 3 sniper rounds vicinity of main gate 
from (YD 901129). 

161630 .1pril - Fired 9 rounds 155mm Gun, HE, a.t 10 Viet Cong with automatic 
weapons. (YD 838001) Good <loverage; mission for nightsticker I. 

110030 April - 8" Rowitzer Platoon YD (6412H) received a.]lprorlmately 30 
rounds 82mm mortar f"ixe. called Artillery loiission, rounds 
on target. AllV1i patrol on 11 A.pril found 1 82ltun. mortar 
round where Artillery }'lission was fired. Fired direct fire 
·,nth 8" liowitzer. 

181918H A:F!'l1 - Fired. 5 rounds 155m Gun He at 4 Viet Cong (7111)6). Um·ble 
to observe. Hission for It.eeonns.1ssen<le. 

241826R April - Fired 24 rounds 155mm Gun HE at 2 sq,uads Viet Cong (813021) 
Ne:;ative surveillance; mission for Do.na.h.ue I. 

280130H April - Outpost observed mortar flashes in vicinity (891115) fired 
r,tttomatic weapons, tvin-40's and 155mm GLmS# Firing stoPIJed. 

301355H April - Fired 9 rounds 155m Gun HE at 3 Viet Gong in stream bed 
(767051). Excellent target coverage; mission for Primness I. 

:.:JnoloslJxe (1) 
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c Ci ~ ·f1"]]) !::t~T:CA[' 
_=-.:r.~ __ '_-!.._~ooO\./IIol • 
1-> m;;sJ;GN;ATION 

1st 155 Gun Battery (SF) 
4th BattaU on, 12th H:3.rines 
3d Marci.ne Division (Rein) FHF 

1st Sqd 3d Section 2d Plt 
Delt~ Btry, 1st En 44th Arty 

PAIlI' I 

j 155.mn Guns (SF) 1st 811 How Btry 

811 Howitzer Platoon FE: 17 
8" H,y..n t?er Phtoon OpO':!'ation SHAvJNEE 

1·,30 Apr:U: ffiU BAI, R,\iN (1']) 893126) 

• 
CCNNANDFR 
--:jr'--~--."",-.~~ 

Maj or E. D. LITZElffiERGEa. 
(l-30 Ap:dl) 

(l-3'J April) 

(22-JO lI.prll) 

O.-?l April) 
(2:"-30 April) 

8" Hcwlt.zer P:;'a:t.con J..,..,21 April: PK 17 RVN eYD 648277) 
8:1 Howit.zer Platoon 2l~30 April: S·HAWW?...E AO (YD 482'() 

HEi'!;) USN 
- .. -..!'" ....... ~~ 

'J'-~~:>~~~"''?: ~l1.st<3d Officers Ei1listed 
_ ••• ?-<:. ... :".I>- ............ -

6 o 3 

-"\ 

\\,~t~~~WW~_ 
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In the early hcl:I:!"S of 6 l\pril,~ tt.vo cC1."'11p::mi8B of the eCi(\th Ba-ctalion along 

\.,G:.th 0112 E'''''':;Jper Unita't·t,"',Cktd '0he AR'JN & USl'1G camp at fI\ ).7 (ID 547277) with 
amorta:::' bc;rrage and grollJ."!.d attack. After Ovc!'1"1l::1ing tho:::: jJ~VN posi.tion of the 
(.;<1.1,lPr the Viet Gong tu.rned on the 811 Howitzer Flatoon.. Us:!.r,s om aU, a:rms~ 
automat.io \~eapOl1s1 gr8nades cmd the direct fire of the 811 HmTitzer U.!8 J\l~r~;,:\G'3 
held t':1.0 nerin:eter for 3 hou.I'S before the Viet Cong wit.hdrewo 'Ine ~)Lqt(~c' 
los::' 1 US/IG Kll~ 1 USN KIA,) 7 USHC WIll. and one 8n Howitzer v-:ra2 pu.t OlIt c? - .,-'" 
due bo a direct hit with a mortar rou.'l'J.d. The enemy losses wore 20 KL'l (,.,,') 
and 40 KIA (Prob)~ 

The platoon was taken under mortar attack on the 7th and :i.7th.. Cout'l'::'cr 
l':cr"jar 'Was brou.ght dmm on the positions using 1,5mm Howitzer r;:.::-~9S from the 
:2~':G HORN AO and direct fire from the 8n Howitzer. One USMC 'vJll 'fas sustained 
;X1 'i April. 

0t.1 21 April the platoon displat)8d to BIG HORN AO for iiJl'thel" displacement 
,(,0 JrV\;"i~ !{'.l" On 23 Ar.:1'11 the 8:1 RaID.tzer pJ.a toon was placed OPCON under 
L~~ Sa Hovdtzcr Battel'Y~ 

I':.:";:,::'ng this period the battery's training program incll'.dec; Q~S classea in 
the flt •• SCl l11<~cl:ine t;!.:m, first aid (Heat Casualt.j,es)." 50 caliber ;-'-:'\.Chi..Do gun, 
arnall, ~nit te.,c+..ios" 8.i'1d mine 1;..rarfare. This t.ra:4"1ing was S1.1'P:F::::J~'.8nt0d with FAH 
nl'es in the .. h5 p:1stol" 1'1.,.60 machine gt'"n, ,0 caliber macbine ::.::m, and 04.5 
ca:Li.ber subrr.aclLi.ne gTIh" Two fo:rma.l classes and demonstration::; !lore given in 
direct fire 01 the 15Swm G-:..m .. 

At 0130 on the 28th the PHU BAr combat base' was taken under mortar at'~ck 
'Crom the vicinity of (YD (91116) II An outpost spott.ed the flashes and t.he 
ha:l:'t,s:<.y 1ms tho fi'::'s-:' in the Pill .BAI perimoter to take the enemy position 
l~nd;}X' attack, fh':tng ,0 caJ.i.ber machine guns and the M42 4Cimn A.A. gem. 
r~.;Yi..r.cg tria t.ime the battery firl3<J _ccu.ntel' r_ocket plans as directed b:r 3d Bn~ 
~:rJ,th l'1arines 0 

.'-~~' ." 

PART III 

UNClASSlHED " ~~QTJ~T~U, I.ISTrrG OF SIG11JFICANT EVENTe, 

:." 3.0 Ccmba'G Missions Assigned 

1 JI.pril 1~J67 - 1st 1~5 Gun Battery (.sp) continues GiS PriU BAl AO e 

b.,. Si.gnificant Operations Concluded 

1-..4 April 1967 .. , 811 H'Jwitzer rJ.atoon - Oper2,t:i:on CHn~OO!( II 

5.,,21 Ap;:oil 1967 ~" iP Ibwitz.sr Platoon - Opemtiol1 BIG HORf.J 
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6 April 1967 .~ 811 HOt~.:r/:;;f'..r Platoon sustained 2 KIA and ',7 lpJB, din j:-: 
a rr.ol,tc.r/ground attack on PK 17& 

7 April J.967 _811 Hc"~1itzer ?lJ.toon sustained 1 WIA durJng a mort? 
attack on PK 17. 

8... r.1)~istics 

1" Gene:r8.:1.", During this period the battery remained l·r: ;:):11 /OPCON oi' 
4th-Battallon, 12th Marines. 

20 ~~pp2.Yo The overall supply is .satisfactor-Jo The najor items on 
lc;::li a.re: 

ItIl.'M gg~r~ UN~! - ........... '*'.~ 

a. AN/PRC 2~ 2 4th En, 12t.h M"'c<,ines 

b. TA 312/EEB 3 Hq En 3d MarIl_. (Rein) WJl? 

c. TA-l/PT 2 Hq En 3d Marti:. (Rein) FMF 

d. RC 292 3 Hq, En 3d Mar.iJlv (Rem) FMF 

eo Cot folding, canvas 18 Hq En 3d MarDiv (Rein) FHF 

f. Insect bar, cot 9 Hq En 3d MarDi v (Rein) FMF 

g. Pole folding, cot (set) 9 Hq Bn 3d MarDi v (Rein) UW 

h. Can, water 2 Hq En 3d MarDiv (Rej,n) .FMF 

io Truck" 1;4 ton, M38A1. 1 Hq En 3d MarDiv (Rein) FI1F 

j .. Truck, 3;4 ton" M37 1 Hq 'lm, 3d H.'3TDiv (Rai.n) FMF 

3". Na:i.ntenance" The maintenance section has continued to imprcve the 
.".::Y'king-area:-J;:'-217Civenge:r- comprcssid~~ uas rep1::tced on a 155mm C"':~,~ Du:dt'.g 
this month a ilQII servic'3 IVUS started on a 155mm Gun, belonging to 1st 8n 

I-1I:>i'l.'itzel' bat+...ory Q 

L.. Food S3l"Vices 0 
.L. ... ~Ao-_=-"~_"_"" ,.._.---.. 

opera ,,~Oll.J 
is now cOrrIpleted and in f1:U.l 
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C;~"TI~::?<::rAr, • • 
S:; ~~onmen~. During this peri cd the batter'"J oantoL1.'IIent was completed .. 

6.. Bunkers end Per..!.lTIeter Sec1J.l'i t;T., l"linor hal'D.s<:went. by the Vi.et Cong 
continues:-Tii"e"b'9,ttery: is COnS&li·tiy~chCl.ll;~ing and improv:i.ng the defenses. 

7.. Water. The battery cont:inues to truck water from the Division Water 
Point", 

f. Q.:l..yi2,AZ,ion .. Plans are being formulated for the battery's part:' 
the 4th Battalion, 12th Marines Civic Action Program. 

g", AELm:5.n1stration" This battery is ADCON 4th Batta1ion~ 12th Mari'!:",2:. 

1\Uo1ber of replacWlr:mta received: 
number of personnel rotated: 
~ttmber of personnel lost through 

att,rition other than rotation: 

1 Officer~ 
1 Officer, 

10 Enlisted 
7 Enlist.::::" 

1 USMC ,enJisted KIA 
1 USN enlisted KIA 
1 USMC enlisted WIA - Med-Evac 

Promotions: 1 to 1st Lieutenant; 9 to Sergeant; 7 to r£p1; 9 to Cp10 

93.§. 1~lI'.J2.;'l IT.&! TOTAL HE n.L rIP TOJ'!-!L --- -- --
155mm Gun 27 92 125 242 440 32 40 5J2 
ell Em-D.t'ie:>:' 2 23 1 26 62 62 
:r5t:ai ··-----~7~S"---r26 268 502 32 40 ~74' 

OBS m:OBS H!iI TOTAL HE ILL I'JP TO~l!1 

G'.'s..-,d 
Total 1.:2 120 407 895 32 ho 
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;. ::,~.,-, ~.'~-~ ~.~~J' rN~1 :~) ~(~:IT'fi1t:~~·"!,S 
'" • " ... ~, .~-. '"~ • .,., ........ ,~- ... ;...:l.~~ ."'" ••• ~ ">. '-'....,...~ 

1. The follo .. rir::; un-!:.:!-ie;] -weI'€: t.aken..from the cor.;:puter records and spot 
reports~ 

OLr21J.SH '"' Post spot,ted 3 people movi..'lg 
?ecpJ.e sat down; fired !1".79. 
o~hcr' tltro dis!lppeared .. 

200 meters outstde the ;.orire. 
One man obs81·red running south) 

i~~;1705H - Firs::'! J 2 round s HE from 155mm Gun at suspected Viet Cong Battal":.:; 
(YD ?2 133) & No surveillance; mission in support of" 3!26Qc 

o60100H - 8!1 Howih:er Platoc.n (YD f::47277) was ta...1rfl!l under attJ2.uk by mortars 
and troops", Net recuJ.ts FriendJ¥ 2 ~H.9 7 WH.. ?~l':"'::.J casll.alties 
20 KJ1, (Con!), 40 KIA (prob).., 

06224bH - r"'it'od 23 rounds HE 15_ Gun support of ARVN, (TIJ 7ko=,_60). Negat.ive 
su..:-V'eilJ.Gnce ., 

072230H - 8" Eel,", t,zcr Platoon (m 647277) received approxim£,t.e}~i' 50 rounds 
(l2rr,m r.lo:rtar" Platoon also receiv-ed s87eral F-llo l"£X~:i"Gts~ One USMC 
t:IA.. rlatoon called art:illery mission o Rounds or: ~·~.:··:;8t, .. 

C)1330H :?aU,cny re'~0i~J'ed 3 miper rO".lnds v--:1.cin.:lty ef' main lS':' .'" i'::-om 
(YD 90D-n)o 

}f1 6,30R ... FireG 9rccmd,s 155.>nm G1.ll" HE: at 10 Viet Gong with a:rt.omat.:i.O' w()ap('<n~, 
(til 8)f:oO?) Good ccve:oage; mission 1'01' NIDHTSTICKER I_ 

17003011 "" 511 HOw"itz~r ?lCl.t.con (YD (41217) received appreximdely 30 rounds 
28ri.i::'ilK\r~;,r£' firC!u Called al"'t.1D.ery l11issi.cn, rC'lmds on target,., ARVN 
P3.1Jro:!, on l"{ il.Pl:ll i'Qt:',ril 1 82n:rr. mort,ar round whBro artillery mission 
~~~!.!S :·L:t,,~d{~ !!j .. x·G~j direot fire ~~!~~th an I-Iow:Ltzero 

171h35H .... Fired 27 round s J.5~ Gun HE f(;lt Rocon Patrol DONAHUE I on. unkow 
nUIll'ce~· of Viet Conge 7 Viet Cemg KIA (Frob). 

1.8::..918H' -- F"..red ;: 'rounds 15~;mm Gun HE at. 4. Viet CODg ern 7ll.l36).. Un<".bletv 
observe. Mission for Rec.onnaissance PatrcJ..., 

;;4io26H - Fired 2h t'cunds 1551Tfill Gun :HE at 2 squads Viet Cong (1'D 0130;;:].) for 
Reccu Patrcl DONl;F...:..'E -1. 

OutposiJ observed mo:-t3.'"F.f'lasr.e2 in 'V::.CTl'!1.'C,V (E! U9DJ5) fil'5d 
,'lutcrn;:fGic 'w8,3.pCnG;o t\dn 40's and 155:mm Gu.ns; fil"irlgstoppeo. 

)()1355H .... Fired 9 .t'CUXi.G s 155..'T$ (f.;m HE .. ,,~t .J .. :Vi.et, CcP-g :t11. s7;r·;?a.;n .'Qed (Y1) 787C51') 
E:~:cellent t3X'f;e ij COY8rage; midsiOD tOT PhlNi~&:-)0 l~ 
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