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PART I
ORGAVIZATIONAL DATA
1. DFSIGHATION COMMANDER
18t 155m Gun Battery (SP) Major E. D. LITZENBERGER
4th Battalion, 12th Marines (1-304pril)

3rd Marine Division (Rein) FIF

ATTACHED UNITS

18t Sqd 3rd Section 2nd Flt (1-30 April)

Delts Btry, 18t Bn 44th Arty

% 155m Guns (SP) 1st 8" HowBtry (22-30 April)
DETACHED UNITS

8" Howitzer Platoon EK 17 (1-21 April)

8" Howitzer Flatoon Shawnee (21-30 April)

2. LOCATION
1-30 Aprilt Phu Bai, BVN (YD 893126)
8" Jowltzer Platoon 1-21 Aprils PR 17 RVN (YD 648277)
8" Howitzer Platoon 21-30 April: Shawnee A0 (YD 4827)

3. AVZHAGE MONTHLY 3TRENTGH

USMC TUSK
Officers Enlisted Officers Enlisted
6 156 0 3
snclosure (1)
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In the early hours of 6 April, 2 Companies of the 800th 3attalion along with
the 0112 Saprer Unit attacked the ARVN & USMC camp at FK 17 YD (647277) with a mor-
tar berrage and ground attack. After overruning the ARVN portion of the camp, the
Viet Cong turned on the B" Howitmer Platoomn. Using small arms, sutomatic weapons,
orensdes and the direct fire of the 8" Howitzer the Marines held the perimeter for
% hours before the Viet Cong withdrew. The platoon lost 1 USHMC KIA, 1 USK KIA, 8
USMC WIA and one 8" Howitzer out of action due to a direct hit with a mortar round.
The enemy losses were 20 KIA (Conf) and 40 XIA (Prob).

The platoon was taken under mortar ettack on the Tth and 17th. Counter mortar
fire was brought down on the positions using 155mm Howitzer fires from the Bighorn
40 and direct fire from the 3" Howitzer. Negative USMC WIA in either encounter.

On 21 April the platoon displaced o Bighorn A0 for further displecement %o
Shavmee 40. On 23 April the 8" Howitzer Platoon was placed Upcon under 18t 8" How-
itger 3attery.

During this period the battery's training program included G classes in the
160 machine gun, first aid (Heat Casualties) 50 caliber machine gun, small unit
tactics, end mine warfare, This training was supplemented with FAM fires in the
+45 pistol, M-60 machine gun, 50 caliber machine gun, and .45 caliber submachine gum.
Two formal classes and demonstrations were given in direct firt:: of the 155mm Gun.

At 0130 on the 23th the Phu Boi combat base was teken under mortar attack from

vic. YD (891116). An outpost spotted.the flashes and the bzltery was the first in the

Znclosuze (1)
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Puu Bai perimeter to take the enemy position under attack, firing 50 caliber machine

guns and the ¥42 Army 40mm A.A, gun. During this time the battery

rocket plans as directed by 3rdBn, 26th Marines,

tervs counter-morter fire netted 7 KIA.

1.

2

Ce

da

Se

PART TIT

SZWENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENT3

Combat Misslons Assigned

fired counter-

This battery had only 2 miner WIA.

1 April 1967 - 1a% 155mm Gun Battery (SP) continues G/S Phu Bai AO,

dignificant Cperations Concluded

1-4 April 1967 - 8" Howltzer Platoon - Operation CHINOGK IT

5-21 Amril 1967. - 8" Howitzer Flatoon ~ Operation BIGHCEN
22-%0 April 1967 - 8" Howitzer Platoon - Operation SHAWNEE
Casualities inflicted on the enemy
XTA (Conf KI4 {Prob

23 47

Camualties Sustained

g" Y Bﬁﬁlr
thmﬁad iﬂ

6 April 1967 - 8" Howltzer Platoon sustained 2 KIA and 8 WIA during

a. mortar/ground attack.

Logistics

1. General. During this period the battery remgined Adcon/Opcon of

4+th Battalion, 12th Marines.

snclosure (1)
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CONFIDENTIAL
2. Supply. The overall supply is satisfactory. The major items
on loan arei
TE SUANTITY URIT

a. AN/PAC 25 2 4tHBn, 12th Marines
b. TA 312/EB | 3 HqBn 3dMaxDiv(Rein)FIF
e. Ta-1/BT 2 Hgin 3dMarDiv(Rein)FiF
de RC 292 3 HgBn 3dMarDiv(Rein)FLF
e. CQot folding, canvas 18 HgBn 3dMarDiv(Rein)FIFE
f. Insect bar, Cot 9 Hghn 3dMarDiv(Rein)Fiy
g. Pole folding, cot (set) 9 Hg@n 3dMarDiv(Efein)FMF
h. Can, water C2 HgBn 3dMarDiv{ Rein)FiF
i, Truck, 1/4 ton, M38A1 1 H@n 3dMerDiv{Rein)FIF
j. Truck, 3/4 ton, M37 1 HgBn 3dMarDiv(Rein)FMF

%« Maintenance. The maintenance section has continued ‘o improve the
working erea. A Scavenger compresssor was replaced on & 155mm Gun. During
this month & "Q" service was started on a 155mm Gun, belonging to 1st 8"
Howitzer Battery.

4+ Food Services. The battery mess hall is now completed and in full

operation. Plans are being made to put a concrete deck in the cooking area.

5. Osntonement. During this period the battery centonement was completed. e

6. Bunders and Perimeter Security., Minor harrassment by the Viet Cong

continues. The battery is constantly changing and improving the defenses.

dnclosure (1)
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7. Hater, The battery continues to truck water from the Division Water
Point,
fo Qivic Action,

Flans are being formulated for the battery's part in 4th Battalion,

12th Marines Civic Action program,
g. Administration. This battery is Adcon 4th Battalion, 12th Marines
h, Fersonnel.

Nurmber of replacements received: 1 officer, 10 enlisted

Kumber of persomnel rotated: 1 officer, 7 enlisted

Number of persomnel lost through attrition other than rotations

1 USMC enlisted EIA

1 USH enlisted KIA

1 USMC enlisted WIA - HMed Evac
Promotions: 1 to 1a8t Lieutenant; 9 to Sergeant E-5; 7 to LCpl; 9 to Cpl
i. Fire Susport.
This battery furnished fire support as follows:
General Support/ﬂein 4th Battalion, 12th Marines
Direct Support designated recon petrols
j. BRecaritulation of Fire lMissions,
Phu Bei Area 1-30 April 1967

B8 NGBS H&I TOTAL EE ILLOM

%
;

155mm Gun 27 92 125 242 440 32 40 512
8" Howitzer 2 23 1 % 62 — - 62

Chinook-Bighorn-3hawnee 1-30 April 1967

BS NGBS H&I TOTAL EE ILLUM WP  TOTAL

8" dowitzer 13 5 121 139 395 - - 393
zZnclosure (1)
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SUFPGRTING DOCTUMENTS

The following entries were taken from the computer records and spot
reportst

0421153 Amril - Poat spotted 3 people moving 200 meters outside of wire.
Peovle sat down; fired M-79. One man obgerved running
south, other two disanpeared.

0517054 April - Fired 12 rounds HE from 155mm Gun at suspected Viet Cong
Battalion (YD 72 133). No surveillsmce; mission in sup-
port of 3/26.

060100H April - 6" Howltzer Platoon YD (647277) was taken under attack by

wortars and troops. Net results Friendly - 2 KTA, 8 WIA.
Znemy casualties 20 KIA (Conf), 40 KIA (ZFrob).

062240E April - Fired 23 rounds EE 155mm Gun in support of ARVH, (¥D 740160) i
hegative surveillence. '

07223CH April - 8" Howltzer Platoon YD (647277) received approximately 50
rounds 82mm moritar. Platoon also received several B-40
rocketss No casualties. Flatoon called Artillery HMission.
Acunds on itarget.

091330H April - Battery received 3 sniper rounds vicinity of mein gate
from (YD 901129).

161630 April - Fired 9 rounds 155mm Gun, HE, at 10 Viet Cong with automatic
weapons. (YD 838007) Good coverage; mission for Nightaticker I.

170020 April - 8" Howitzer Platoon YD (647277) received approximately 30
rounds 82mm mortar fire. called Artillery Mission, rounds
on target. ARVH patrol on 17 April found 1 82mum mortax
round where Artillery Mission was fired. Fired direct fire
with 8" Howitzer. ) )

1319165 April - Fired 5 rounds 155mm Gun He at 4 Viet Cong (711136). TUnsble
to observe., Iission for Heconnalagsance.

241826H April - Fired 24 rounds 155mm Gun HE at 2 squads Viet Cong (813021)
Nemative surveillance; mission for Donahue 1.

2301300 April - Outpost observed mortar flashes in vieinity (891115) fired
~utomatic weapons, twin-40's and 155mm Guns,Firinz stopped. PO

3013558 April - Fired 9 rounds 155mm Gun HE at 3 Viet Cong in stream bed i
(787057). Excellent target coverage; mission for Primness I. !

Zrclosure (1)
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1 April to 30 April 67
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PART IT ~ NARRATIVE SUMMARY
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pART T

CRGANIZATTONAL DATA

e

1. DESIGNATTON COMMAKDER
1st 155 Gun Battery (sp) Major E. D. LITZENBERGER
lith Battalicn, 12th Marines (330 April)

3d Marine Dlw.s:.on (Rein) BMF

ATTACHED UNITS

lat Sqd 3d Section 24 Plt (1~30 April)

Delba Btry, lst Ban Lhith Arty

3 15%m Cuns (SP) lst 8" How Bhry (22-30 April)
DETACHED UNITS

8" Howitzer Platoon PK 17 (3=2% April)

8" Howitzer Platoon Operation SHAWNER (22~30 April)

PR

.30 April: PHU BAT, RVN (YD 893126)
8% Hewitzer Piatoon 1-21 April: PK 17 RVN (YD &,8277)
84 Howitzer Platoon 2130 Aprll. SHAWNEE A0 (YD L&z7)

3. AVSRACE MONTHIY STRENGTH

JisES) USN
3tisora Ilisted Officers Mlisted
6 156 0 3
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NARAALTIVE SIMOIARY
In the early hours of 6 April, two companiez of the 200%h Bastalion slong
with Ci1? Sapper Unitatiaktdthe ARVN & U camp at FK 47 (¥D SL47277) with
a morbtar barrage and ground abvacks After oversaning ths AEVN position of the
ceamp, the Viet Gong turned on the 8" Howitzer Flatoon, Usirg small arms;
autonatic weapons, gronades and the direct fire of the &' Howitzer the Merines
held the perimeter for 3 hours before the Viet Cong withdrew. The platoc

Tosh 1 USMC KIA, 1 USN KTA, 7 USMC WIA and one 8" Howitzer waz pub oubt of . —"om
due %o a direct hit with a mortar round. The enemy losses were 20 KIA (v 7

and 40 KTA (Prob),

The platoon was baken under mortar attack on the 7th and L7th, Counter
rnoehar was brovght down on the positions uwsing 155mm Howitzer izres from the

DI HOAN A0 and dirvect fire from the 8" Howitzer. One USMC WIA was sustained
ot { April,

On 21 April the platoon displaned to BIG HORN A0 for further displacement
4o SHAWNEZ 40, On 23 spril the 8¢ Howitzer Platoon was placed OPCON under
1:% 3% Howdtzer Batterys

During bhis period the babtery's training program inclwded (MS classes &
the M50 mackine gan, Tirst aid (Heat Casualties), 50 caliber machine gun,
smail unit tachics, and mine warfaree This training was svppiowcented with FAM
fires in the L5 pistol, M-60 machine gun, 50 caliber machine g, and L5
caliber subracline gun, Two formal classes and demenstravicns were given in

direcs fire of the 1°0mm Gune

At 0130 on the 28th the PHU BAIL combat base was taken under mortar atiack
Trom the vicinity of (YD 893i116), &An ocutpost spobted the flashes and the
battery was the first in the PHI BAT perimcter to take the enemy position
wndar attack, fiving 50 caliber machine guns and the ML2 hom A.A. gun.

Dvring this time the battery fired ccounter rockeb plans as directed by 3d Bn,
265th Marines, ,

i

’ﬁgm, IS

SRQUENTIAT, TLISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ’

7a 2o Combalb Missicns Assiganed
1 ppril 1¥67 - lst 155 Gun Battery (SP) conbinues G/S PAU BATL AO.
b, Significant Operations Concluded
1.l April 1967 « 8¢ Howitzer DPlatoon - Operation CHINOOK IT
5.2l April 1267 « 67 Howitzer Tlatoon ~ COperation BIG HORW
02-30 Anril 1567 = 87 Howitmer Flatorn - Cpersbtion SHAWNER

Lo Enclesvre (&)
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d. Camualties sustained

A April 1967 - 8" Howitmer Platoon sustained 2 KIA and 7 WIA dazin
a wortar/groumd attack on PX 17,

7 April 1967 ~8" Howibzer Platoon sustained 1 WIA during a morte
attack on PK 17,

e. Lnglstics

i, Genersl, During this pericd the battery remained £D/O0PCON of
th Babtalion, 12th Marines.

2o Supply. The overall supply is satisfactory. The major items on
lean are:

iio) QUANTITY UNIT

ae AN/PRC 25 2 th Bn, 12%th Marines

b, TA 312/EEB 3 Hg Bn 3d MarD.. {Rein) PMF
c. TA~-1/PT 2 Hg Bu 3d MarDiv (Rein) FMF
d. RC 292 3 Hq Bn 3d MarDiv (Rein) FMF
e, Cob frlding, canvas - 18 Hq Bn 3d MarDiv (Rein) FMF
f. msect bar, cobt 9 Hq Bn 3d MerDiv (Rein) FMF
g, Pole folding, cot (set) 9 Hq Bn 3d MarDiv (Rein) FMF
h. Can, water 2 Hq Bn 3d MarDiv (Rein) RMF
i, Truck, 1/h tong M38A1 1 Hq Bn 3d MarDiv (Rein) FMF
jeo Truck, 3/h ton, M37 1 Hg Pn 3d MarDiv (Rein) FMF

1, Maintenance, The maintenance secticn has continued to dmprove the
coricing areas A Seavenger compresghy was replaced on a 155mm Omn.  During
thig month a "Q" servics was gtarted on a 155mm Gun, belonging to lst gn
Howltzer bathery.

Lhe Food Services. The bgi;;:\szry mess hall is now corpleted and in full
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Ugntomment. During this pericd the battery cantomment was completed,

A et WA

Bunkers and Perimeter Seou 3

Miner harasarent by the Viet Cong
haozing and improving the defenses,

r\)
c
Water. The battery continues totruck water from the Divigion Water

Civic Action, Plang are being formlated for the battery's part ‘-

Bt Aoty i

Battalion, 12th Marines Civic Action Program.

Admonistration, This battery is ADCON lith Battalion, 22th Marinc.,

Personnel.
Loiolle s

Nwaber of replacaments received: 1 Officer, 10 Enlisted
Mumber of personnel rotated: 1 Officer, 7 EnlistcH
Number of personnel lost through
attrition other than rotation: 1 USMC.enlisted KIA
L USN enlisted KIA
1 USMC enlisted WIA ~ MedwBvac

Promotions: 1 to lst Liemtenant; 9 to Sergeant; 7 to ICpl; 9 %o Cpl,

Fire support.
This battery furnished fire support as follows: -

Goneral Support/Rein Lth Battalion, loth Mavinayd E.“ |
Direct support desginated recon patrols. &‘“ :
\ Yy

A e - . et

Recavitulation of Fire Missions,

FHI PAT Area 1=30 April 1967

QRS UNODS H&T TOTAL HE IIL WP TOTAL
15Smm Gun 27 52 l2s  2ho Lo 32 Lo 512
8* Poyifmer 2 23 1 26 62 €2
Total N I 1267768 502 32 Lo 5y
CHINOOX~BIG IORN=-SHAWNRE 1-30 April 1967
3 UKOBS BA  IOTAL HE L W TOTAL
S lowdboor 13 0 120139 3 395
Toted a3 TETTTTIRTTTTRRET RS e
Tobal kg 320 247 Lot 895 32 Lo GOT

Er-tomire (1)
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1. The followirg entries were taken from the computer records and spot

reportse

0L2i15H -~ Post spotted 3 people moving 200 meters oubside the wire,
Pecple sat downj; fired M-79, One man observed running soubh,
ovher twe disappeareds

oF TOSH ~ Fired 12 rounds HE from 15%m Gun at suspected Viet Cong Battal:
(YD 72 133). No surveillance; mission in support of 3/26,

OECLO0H - 8" Howitzer Platocn (YD G47277) was taken wnder attack by mortars
and troops. Neb reswlis Friendly - 2 XIA, 7 WIA, .7 Ccasualtiss
20 KIA {(Conf), 4O KIA (Prob),

042210H « Fived 23 rounds HE 155mm Gun support of ARYN, (YD 7L0160). Negative
survelllance,

C72230H -~ 8n T tzer Platoon (XD 61;7977) received appreoximstelw 50 rounds
8f‘rr,m rrortarg Platoon also received geveral B-lL0 rockats, One USMC
T4, Flatoon cglled artillery mission. Rounds on f.oriet.

01330 - Rattery received 3 miper rounds vicinity cof main g- v irom
(YD 901%29)e

1£1630H « Flred 2 reunds 15%mm Gun, HE, at 10 Viet Cong with antamatio weapens.

170030H

1Til35H

(2]

13:938H -

SL1LB26E

(YD 830007) Good ceverages mission for NIGETSTICKER I.
-1bzer Platcon (YD &47277) received approximcteiy 30 rounds

on 17 April found 1 82mm mortar round where artiliery mission
i a,d{; Tared direct Pire with 89 Howitner.

Fired 27 rounds 1545m Gun HE for Recon Pztrol DONAHUE I on unkown
numter of Vieb Conge 7 Viet Cepg KIA (Prob)a

Fired 5 rounds 15%m Gun HE at L Viet Cong (YD 713136}, Unable te
cbgerve, Miszion for Reconnaissance Pabrols

Fired 2h rcunds 155mn Cun HE at 2 squads Viet Cong (YD 813021} for
Recon Patrol DONLEE X, ‘

Outprost observed mortar flastes in vicinity AR
aubematic weapons, fwiin HO's and 155mm Guas: ‘;&-izﬁg stopped,

Fired 9 reunds iS%wm Gun HE at 2. .Viebt Cor
Exgellent targe® coverage; mission i

DECLASSIFIED
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