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1ST 155MM GUN BmERY (sp) 
4th Battalion, 12th Marines 

3rd Jofarine Division (R61n) FHF 
FPC San Francisco 96602 

C 01>'1 L () F .lJ2 
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5758 
1 Apr 1967 
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:rrom~ Comnanding Officer . 
To: Camma.nding General, .3rd Harine Division (Rein) FKF 

Subj' CoJIInand Chronology tor March; submission of 

Ref = (a) DivO 5750.1 
j. 

Ene!: v{ 1) Comnand Chronology 

1. In accordance 'With the instructions contained. in reference (a), 
enclosure (,) i. submitted. 
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Command Chromlogy 1 March through 31 Karch 1967 

Part I 

Part II 

Part III 

Organizational. 

Significant Events 

Chronological Sunmary 
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Part I 
Organisational 

t. Reporting Unit: 1st 155mm Gun Battery (SF) 

2. Command Post: Phu Bal (YD 893t28) 

3. Period Covered: 1-31 March 1967 

4. Date Submitted.: 1 April 1967 

5. Average MonthlY Strength: 

Offieers 
Ehlisted 

USMC 
-5 

162 

USN o 
4 

6. Commanding Officer: Major E. D. LITZENBERGER 

7. Principal Statf: HI A 

8. Subordinate Units: HI A 

9. Attachments & Detachments: U.S. Army 4Qnm M42 and crew located in 
battery for air defense and local security. One 8 inch Howitzer 
Platoon detached in support of Chinook II. 

10. Location of Units: One platoon of 8 inch Howitzers is located at 
(YD 643279). 

11. Mission: Direct Support designated. Recon patrols .. 
Reinforcing, 4th Battalion, 12th Marines, 
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1. Personnel~ 
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Part n 
Significent Events 

A.. Throughout the month Officer strength was at 62%. tiisted 

strength was at 86%. 

B. The batter;r joined 3 Officers and 7 &listed for the period. 

C. During this period 4 Marines extended for 6 months. 

D. 7 Marines took advantage of' R &: R. 

E. Three Marines were awarded the purple heart. 
awarded the bronze star with combat ''VIt. 

2. Admin1stra.tive: NIl.. 

.3. Intelligence: 

One Marine wa.s 
," 

A. The 8-2 from 4th Battalion" 12th Marines briefs the entire 

ba.ttery every Saturday morning at 0800. 

B. Continued minor harrasament of the perimeter b1 the Viet Cong. 

4. Trpiniag Highlights: 

A. GMS classes were held on Equipmont and UDitorms, Hand to Hand 

Combat" Code of Conduct, First Aid, and NBC defense. 

B. A pereonal reeponse class was presented to the Staf'f and Officers 

by a. representative from DivifJion Personal Response Team on 16 March. 

C. IDS &: on-the-job training was continued throughout the month. 

D. FAM firing of M-14,J..5 caliber pistol and the 6ubma.chine gun was 

held on 21 and 28 Karch. 

E. A direct fire shoot was held w.ith the 155mm Gun on 30 March. 

l. One three hour school/demonstration was held. for 3rd Recon 

Battalion on 6 March. 

G. At the end ot this month there was a. total ot 1 ofrieer and 13 

enlisted enrolled in MCl courses" 2 officers and 7 enI.i6ted en­

rolled in USAFI (College) and 1 eDl.isted enrolled in USAF I 

(High School). 

H. During thie period 1.3 enIi5ted took the GED high school test. 

I. During this month the f'ollowing f'ormal school quota. was filled. 

(1) MUMMS •••••••••••••••••••• 1 
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5. §pecial Operation!: 

A. One platoon of S inch fuwitzers is in support of Chimok II. 

6. Comnand and Control ~ 

A. The battel7 is under Moon and Opcon of 4th Battalion, 12th 

Marines. 

7. ComUIl19at1ons and Electronic!: The following is on loan: 

.m!! 

A. AN/PRC 25 
B. TA,312/EEB 
C. TA-1!pt 
D. RC292 

QUANTITY 

2 
.3 
2 
3 

!lID. 

4th Battalion, 12th Marines 
Headquarters Dn., 3rdlfarDiv 
Headquartera Btl., 3rdMarnLv 
Headquarters Bn., 3rdMarDiv 

s. Fire Sypport and Fire Support Coordination: 

A. The battery furnished a Liason Team at Phu Loc. 

9. Medi9a,l Ie Dental: 

A. Medical Statisties 

(1) Total battle casualitie8 •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 2 

(2) Total number of personnel treated (routine) •• • "'-fI. . -- .. .:... ~,_. 
(3) Total inmunizations g!.ver:J. •••••••••••••••••••••• UKb7 ~ revi--...... ·'·) 

10. IDjCl st!e. , . 'l.Allu1i/ED; 
- A. Supply 

(1) The .tollo'ldng items are on loan to Headquarters Battalion, 

3rd Marine Division for use of CAG: 

(a) Cot, folding canvas ••••••••••••• 18 

(b) Inseet bar, oot~ •••.•••••••••.••• 9 
(c) Pole, folding cot (set) •••••••••• 9 
(d) Can, water ••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

(2) Nitrogen and oJIYgen are in critical shortage. 

B. Contonanent. The battery is still housed mainly under the 

original canvas that was brought to Vietnam. 

C. Maintenanee 

( 1) The M51 retriever was taken off deadline during this re­

porting period. 

(2) Non-Availability or replacanem. Recoil cyclindera and other 

3rd Echelon repair parts continues to cause serious problems 

in maintenance of Self Propelled weapons. 

~fl<$ ~ 0- 0(: 1-
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CONFIDEIJIAL 

D. Motor Transport 

(1) Vehicles on loan to Headquarters Battalion, ,3rd Marine 
Division for CAC: 

(a) Truck, 1/4 ton, M38A1 ••••••••••• 1 
(b) Truck, 3/4 ton, M37 ••••••••••••• 1 

(2) During March a heavy duty grease rack was constructed 
t06.eBist in MootQr Tr@@9rt 1Da.i nte;;ance. 

E. Water. Water ie trucked to thie poeltion from a 'Water point 
1 1/2 miles away while it is trucked 20 miles to a 8 inch 
Platoon at PI-17. 

F. &barkation. The battery doee not have 8I1¥ qualified. pereonnel. 
School quotas ha.Te been requested. 

G. Hospital & Evacuation. N/A 

?A6 E -'-oF..:?­
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CONftDE_1AL 

Part III 
Chronological, SummarY of Significant Event, 

2 Ha.r - At 1900 fired 2 rolUlds a inch Howitzer HE at unknown number of VC 
entrenehed in bunkers (60,42163). :3 bunkers deatroyed, 2 demsged, 
no visible bodies. Fire mistd.on in support of Chinook II. 

:3 1!ar - At 2200 tired lS- rolUlds 8 inch Hold-tzer HE at reported. 2 Battalions 
ot VC. (730310), (759326) VC routed. 30nA (Prob). Fire menan 
for Rice Cutless 26, Chinook II. 

At 0002 fired. 9 rounds 155mm Gun HE at wspected VC (ma,O). No 
surveillance. Fire mission tor Blackbox 22. 

4 Mar - At 1140 fired 5 rounds 8 inch Howitzer HE at 4 VC (600221). Good 
target coverage. Fire mission for Nettle Ral5h I, Chinook II. 

6 Mar - From 1100-1240 fired Z3 rounds 8 inch Howitzer HE for defensive 
tires (S70190),(552190),(S681SO),{550180),(56017S),(;701S6). Good 
target COTerage. Fire mission for Kuster I, Chinook II. 

7 Mar - At 1520 fired 23 rounds S inch Howitzer HE at VC 1n foxholes. 
(718.310), (722310). BegatiTs Surveillance. Fire mission for Nettle 
Rash r, Ch1:oook II. 

9 Mar - At 1645 fired 28 rounds 8 inch Howitzer HE at va mortar and CP 
(687304). 4 KIA (Cant'). Fire Mission tor Nettle Rash I, Chioook II. 

14 Mar - Batter;r stood Commanding General, 3rd MarDiv Inspection. 

22 Mar - BatteI'1" patrol apprehended. 2 amed Detainees (895121). Forwarded to 
CIT tor interrogation. 

23 Mar - At 1345 Battery received one sniper round from the Southeast. 

From 2150-2235 fired 34 romds 155mm Gun for unit in contact ld.th 
VC. Good illumination. Fire mission Seabrook 22. 

26 Mar - At 0845 fired 38 rounds 8 inch Howltzer at tllO VC huts (529275). 
Both huts destroyed. Fire mission. for Pilsner 62, Chinook II. 

27 Mar - At 1110 tired 14 rounds t5;un Gun HE at 10 VC moving by river 
(989968). 5 KIA (Prob). Fire mission for Muster II. 

At 1650 tired. 19 rounds 155nm Gun. HE at unknown number or VC 
following patrol. (905978). Good coverage. Fire mi.ssion for 
Honotyp 8 II. 

f'AC'1E -1-o~..L. 
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COr'~FjD~TIAL 

28 Mar - At C1l45 tired 16 rounds 155m Gun HE at suspected VC positions 
(020009). Good coverage. Fire mISsion tor Seabrook 6.2. 

At 1600 .fired 5 rounds 155nm Gun HE at VC surrounding patrol (905987). 
Fire mission tor Monotype I. No surveillance. 

30 Mar - At 1330 mission was received for 30 VO with mortars (0799Stt.). 
Village chief' failed to clear mission. 

Recapitulation ot Fire Missions. 

Phu Bai 
Chinook 

Observed 

39 
25 

Ammunition Expenditures. 

Unobsen-ed 

101 
26 

HE {155mm Gun) ••••••••••••••••••••• 355 
WP {15~ Gun) •••••••••••••••••••••• 45 
III (t55mm aun) ••••••••••••••••••••• 39 
HE {8 inch Howitzer) ••••••••••••••• 529 

Surveillange 

KIA (Qont) 

4 

BatterY Patrol., 5 

KIA (Prob) 

35 
WI! (Copf) 

o 

Batten ListE!liM Posts anplo:ved. 2 

!!@. 

135 
131 
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F:::om: Ccmmand:i.ng Off':;'cel' 
70: Corrma,.,.djr.g Crener,::tl, 3d Y.ar1ne Divisj.on (Rein) FMF 

Subj: Crnrrnand ChT.'onoJ.ogy for period 1 to ;0 April JS67 

Ror: (w) MOO S7S0a2A 
(b) FNFPacO 5750:;8 
( \} ) Di"vO 5·750)~il. 

Encl: vel) 1st 155mm Gun Battery (sp) Command Chconology 

FDI.:fwh 
~-:'7~;~O 
.:: 1';27 1967 
oc.4...67 

1. In ~ccl~ance with the·pro~r.Lfflons of reference (a), (b), and (c), 
enclosure (J.) is su1:rnitted o 

::;.c;T to: 
:'J~; J'-1:> 12th Vca:::' 

E .. D. LITZENBERGER 
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