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1. DESIGNATIoN 

PART t 

QRGANI~;,TroNAL PATA 

OO~ER 

4th .B§,ttalion (";){Reiri) 12th Harines 
3d Marine Division 

LtCol b. G. JONES (1.-3i ~eG) 

SUBORDINAT1<; ,.,UN ITS 
• •• • 5 • 

Hq Btry' 
Btry K 

BtryH 

GaptO. J.. CREWS (l-.~i Dec) 
Capt J. H. BUTLER (1-:21 Dec) 
Capt G.G. GlLl1WICK (28 ... 31 Dec) 
CaptJ. B. WAY (J..-31 Dec) 

ATTACBED.UNITS 

1st 155inm Gun Btry(-)(Rein) 
Btry B,lst Bn 12th Bar 
~orta.r Btry, 2d Bn 12th Har 
Btry E, 20 Bn 12th Mar 
Btry C, 1st Bn 13th Mar 

2.. LOCAT ION 

1-16 Dec: DONG RA, RVN (YD 228 S87') , 
i7·31 Dec: PRO BAI, RVN (YO 885 129) 

3 •. STAFF OFFIC:3R,S 

xc 

SgtMaj 
8-1 
S-2 
8-3 
8-3A 
s-4 
SupplyO 
CemmO 
Maintrl 
MTO 

. "(' "/1 
"_. ,L'.I.IJ 

Officers 

32 

Enlisted 

499 

Officers 

o 

2 

Haj E. D. LITZENBERGER (18-31 Dec) 
Capt M.G. ONEILL (18-31 Dec) 
Capt w. J. ODLE (18-31 Dec) ." 
Capt J. D. DOBAK (18-31 Dec) 
Capt J. T. BRACKMAN (21-.31 Dec) 

Maj D. B. BARKER (1-16 Dec) 
Maj R. S. VARNEY (17-31 Dec) 
SgtMaj J. W. ROBBINS (1-31 Dec) 
2dLt R. D. ESMOND (1-31 Dec) 
GySgt R. F. PICKETT (l_31°Dec) 
Capt J. POWERS (1-31 Dec) 
2dLt R. D. HAWKINS (1-31 Dec) 
Capt C. G. BLASI (1-3~.Dec) 
2dLt R. F .' HORNE Jr. (1-31 Dee) 
Capt W. W. HruMMOND (1-3l Dec) 
2dLt 111. DOMKE (1-31 Dec) 
WO L. C. ECKSTROM (1-31 Dec) 

USN 

Enlisted 

11 
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• Part II 

~ arratiy"e SU@Ary 
" .. --~--

. ~e firs~ of ikceJnber fou:rJd;.the 4~h Batt81ion ';:eacl_~erS heavi11T ep-.
gaged :m the Jli1provc-ment of thG. 0attAll0n C.P at LOr.G it\"{.JD 428 5~). 
;Jqrk progr8sse .. slqwly due to in.cl,:.:;,~r1t He!\ther r1n 1· a short af''' of con strn ctj.on 
nia.tG:d,al~, NeverthelGss, all wor'~~irlV anti livinf' ;,rcas hel: 1;lOodc·;n dwks and 
Giectric~ iigLts b~r lii5.d iilccr,lber. 

Battorv.~, ::: dii1~l()d t) ~ln~o~t tho Jfij'j", ~cia;~h ~·~r~!Ci~1~ Operation UYI SOH 
3J1 "Sou:thca~t of ;;~lJB.,~ 'l'~:!-. ~9QJ DeC~~;l!,l'lr~~!a:He~Y·KA~~~JacorJto (YD 415 47R) 
toerih,,-nectLe. fir<;;. Suoport,for t:LLs OnGratiop. The O,]~r;r·;:;'tidt1 ll~rT] 'nated at 
0930 on 9 D(;c and tile B~ttery roiu~ed£o its f~r)'~e'r rb~itlon R.rea. 

- . 

Be,tt"ry, ~Ji pi'CJvidc."Ui,:;!'t fir~sUp!x)rt for.Reco"~~i~~;~cn Patrols 01l0rRt i np 
adjac,'nt to Cwnp 0 • .1: Ci-u-tit0.;J;,: ";Iri.add.itlon;::3attcry IvI prbv:Lded Gennral funnort 
fire ai:ld Roinforcing firo," for 3d Battalj.on; 12th rrr:i.neS>~' . 

On 12 lJ8£J the ! t,1 !:"it~~)~Liqn l-kla!-'otJ.~rt(,)1:'s ~r;c('iVGd ~;d8~S :to disnh,ce to 
f-~u .i.:.i.l c:ne;. a:~SUiL.; c,ration;;l control of all ."1rtil1·:ry units iri the Ph'll BAI 
'I'jiLJR. 

.' .':: ~~~;:: ,~~: 
"Th:_ ;-ct.;.8Ii~n clos0d ih_illljG ii . .\. C~f. on 16 De~(ir1hEJr';i:lp,,1 str>god Rt 1;:'00 

for the L::L;;:' r:tarch to 211U Bii.I. The c~hvoy dCD~rted,DOllG HA ",t Cn20 17 Decer-;x 
1"ri V'l th::::: :2atta.'; ion i1rYiving ::It its nGh' C.P~ (YD gg5 129) -th~t l1,ftemoon !'t 
1330 

FOurth Batt alion, 12th Earines FlssUacd Op()ratioriaJ"~~trol rt Of>C0 on 19 
uGcanbGr of all Rrt Ul"ry in tho ?dU BAI TAOH. This contro}_ r;nco)'')[l)''''ed U)(; 
follo1rling fi:hsirr units: 

1 st 155mm Gun Btry (- )(Refu) 
b::,t tory B, 1 st Itt, 12th HAr 
B~ttcry i., 2nCl En,; 12th Ii; 
!>'lortar Eatt~;ry, ;'d En, '!:::' ·,r 

In, 8c',d:;',jJ> ,,_3attFllJ.on' ,,'; -:L_Tc;ctcd to forN th() 1st ;ond 2d Provisionrli 
155l1ll!1 Eo'~! ("J) D~'Gt.:;i'rJs ,u~ ox:00ditiol1s1y as resources 1AlO1J.:L(l ~"ermit. The 
Battalim; eOlt:Lnu,A to H".int;Jin A,r1;·:dnistr;:~ti Vr' control,.·of'iPatV:;ry II: Awl T'lattcr:v H. 

Of;,' L)r' Cl,.1l:.:L)Oh. COI;llllGnCO' .st 0;=,00 on 20 UDC ld.U: 3d En, 26th M,gr:inrcs 
conductl:1S a s,~arch arcd cI.::ar 0 pl;r.r:t ion :in tho COBLTH <l.H 'TA;, n,r;)C1., North And 
cst of djD~ 5<>t,tcry C, 1st Battnliol') ,13th M.ar:ines provided direct ;:lxti118"'~J 

.:;'.lP~'Ort; BattcryC Has C~loppod 01::: con/ Meon to 4th Batti'L\ion, at 0900 on 21 Dry. 
• ..~ >', ~ 

Duo to },.co.vy con tact :in 'Op~ration Chll~OO[, 2rJ. Ih (-)(Roin), 26th Harmes 
';.1S cOiudttGd 2nd its dirdct support Batt,:::r;r ?/1/12, displ,~cGd from (ZD 161 012') 
at 1341 24Llec for tlt, (, l.iJvm~ X). ' 
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CC;1;.LJti~ 'l'l:L .. • • 
horkr Batt,r:r 2([BattAJi6n;12th Mar:ines lUl'lnninlt, (4) 155rnm Howitzers (TD) 

was likui,.iisGcoj,Il;,ittE;ci totll(~·-Ctl.h(Jl)K· Orct-A.tion ~n 2L. Dar to "I'Ovice r,.0ncrpl 
~wcrt:/ikkfordJ1U: fires. 01')Gr·t;0"::~1 Control.of tho. three ')."tt'ries v,r;;lS 

cmpPGd to Third BattAlion, 12th f i r-Tine;s n.t 14.25 on 25 Ducemher. 
..' : 

Recon Patrols ill the .liD ilAl ... i.\.J "'~l'rE' sup}Xlrted ';)r:im;:].dlv hy. the 1 st 155mm 
Gun Btry. 

Battery 1/2/12 nrovicl .. d!'rt±ll'-,ry- supnort for ,tl-", t1'10 clav .~l1.Vr syrc,';P lITorth
east of iliuBA1, -"'J'10.."337, during t:i(;p'Jriorl 29-30 Dec 1Q66 • . The BC1.t t ,8ry 
conducted rilO st of th8 I{",I fir(;s forth8 i:'HU BAI Vitrll ."rea in addition to pro
viding Jir·jct ::Up·.crt foJ;' tJj2d iJqttalion, 9th HA.r~nc's. 
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CONFIDENTIAL • • 
PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTTI'JG OF sIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. a. Comba.t missions assigned. 

1 Dec 66 - K-4-12 c~ntinues Dis of AR1.7N Operation LAM SON 33i. 

1 Dec 66 _ K-4-12 continues GiS Reinforcing 1/12 at Camp J. J. CAt'iROLL. 

9 Dec 6( - Operation 1111 S:JN 331 terminated. K-4-12' returns to 
. OCl';cr:, Pcsition area. and resumes GiS role • 

. l~ Dec 66 - GhopoedOTjCcn Btry K & H. K-4-12 to OpCon of I/hO FA, 
l:_4-12. i~;Con of 2/9hFA. 4/12 retains AdCon. 

19 Dec 66 - 4/:':2 aL>ji.~ncri rnission of arty support for PHU BAI Area. 
. !lssUl~'ed opCon of B/1/12 (D/S 2126 on Operation PAWNEE),' 

E/2/1t: (D/S 2/9 PHD BAI TAOR), Mortar Btry/2/12 (GiS 
PHD BAi TA)l{) and OpCon of 1st 155 Gun Btry (-)(Rein) 
(Gis PHD BAT Ti). 

21 Dsc 66 ." '\ssumed Optnn/j\'dCon,. C/1/13 whose mission is D/S 3/26 en
g?ged on Ope';'ationCHINOOK. 

;' .-

21, D:'lc C:~J - Operation PA\~..,E III teminated. B/1/I2 and Mortars/2/J.2 
displaced to Oreration CHINOOK. B/1/12 D/S 2/26, IvIortarsj 
2/12 G/S/Reinfo~ing. 

25 Dec 66 - Chopped B/l/12, ct_/l3, and Nortars/2/12 to 3/12 opCon for 
Operation CHINOOK. lJ./:2 retains AdCon. 

29 Dec 66 - E-2-1? 2ssigned missior: of D/S 12th ARVN Regt for Operation 
L"}; -- 337. :a.ema:ins:'n Dis of 2/9 concurrently. 

30 Dec 66 - C';JerCl' Li'JoIYYN 337 te::mlnated. 

b. Significant, :;p0Y'ations CO'il:"'.ct.ed. 

1-9 DJC 

19-24 Dec 
24 Dec -

K/J-l-/12 ... Opera tion 1JM SON 331 
. R/l/l2 - Operation PA)'1I~EE 
e/l/I3 - Operation CH::NOOK 
B/l/12 - Operation CHD:OOK 
\v/2/12 - Operation CHINtQ'I< 
E/2/12 - Operation LAM S)R 337 
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c.' Casualties inflicted on the ensmy. 
, , 

" 

3 Ded - M.;.4.:.12 in support of Recon insert i"KIA ( conr) 

11 Dec - M-4-lZ in SUPlJort. of Recon irisert 8 KIA (prob) 

12 Dec - M-4-12' in support of J/J J KIA (prob) • 

20 Dec, - Mortar Btry/2/l2in support of Recon insert 5 KIA (prob). 

22 Dec - E/2/12 on G-2 ta~oget 5 KIA, 8 WIA (conf),. 

E/2/12 in SlW,lO-ct of 12 .. h ARVN' 5 KIA (conf). 

d. Casualties, .. ",;;,.ined. 

18 Dec 66 - K-L~.~12 sustained two non-battle deaths due to a motor 
vc,Y';. ~18 accident. 

27 Dec (,6 - Mortar /2/12 sustained one vITA' (evu). 

e.: New techniques employed •. 

None. 

f. C~n'lil'i.nd reiations. 

4th BaG Galion, 12th Marines has, decentralized technical fir::: c ·.r
Gction nf i.:1 firing batteries. No significant proble~s evident during the 
repDrt~,ng period. 

g. Equipment. 

Overall maintenance is satisfactory. There are no facilities in toe 
mNG Hi\, area for 3d echelon maintenance of the 155mm howitzer (SF) MI09. D
:naintenance is being PC'l:i,c.:'med on t>:, Hl09s by the Battalion maintenance sec
tion. Third echel,>! mdi..nt~manC8 for ISS howitaer MlOlAl and 155mm howitzer 
MIJ4Al is available at FL'::;J P2, P;-'; BAl. The overall deadline rate for ord
nance is approxi.'TIak ~.:;r 5., The eXTent deadline rate for Motor Transp:Jrt is 
21% due to the high '_i3adline 1"2t6 Df the units recently joined. Assistance 
has been requested fror:l 3d HarDiY. 

Due to the sever-'J 'rJ'eaGher, difficulty has been encountered with moisture 
in the panoramic telescope of the 105mm howitz~r. 1st 155 Guns have been 
appraised by C11C that 155mm gun tube replacements will not be available hr 
at least a year. At present all guns have new tubes but their life eX~-'9ct.anc.y 
is less thaD six mont;,s under present operating conditions. 
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h. Logistics. 

Some difficulty has been '3n'couptered in ascertaining' the status ot. 
major items of eqUipment of the bn:L'G,.ries recently joined due to the previoe1 :; 

shifting of these units. An inventory is presently underway. 

The overall supply situation is satisfactory with, 80% of ;)~--:""~ating spares 
on hand. l1ajcir items of equipment on requisition for units of Li:s command 
include~ 

(:1,.) rwb~. Generator set PU-4B2M 
(2) On'e.~, Gener~tor Set PU-348 A/G 
(3) Foro.·- Trac:t'or, Fun '>'.3cked TD-IS 
(4) (,,0 "- :.,7minHowtar ;,~)5 
( :: \ '.~ hr<;)(" -:' '::':ruck, Carsso 2& Ton M3S 
(6) ':Lw"C - TruQj{,C~rgo 314. Ton, M37Bl 

!:--

T'lrTO ~J'JO piaster solaGj:qm payments were made on 10 Dec for wounding 
of water buffalo by aT.tillery or mortar fire from an unlrnovmorigin in the 
DONG l-i.A- CA!1 rD area •. Su,bseqlJ,ent foreign claims were submitted on 22 Dec for 
12,000 piasters and 12,500 piasters after animals had been !;laId for meat value 
Foreign claims were submitted by CAM 10 District Chief via 12th Harirtes 8-5. 

j. Administration. 

This battalion currently has Meon of B-I-12, E-2-12; }rorta:p. Btry-
2-12, K-4 .... ~., M.,.4-12, a.nd C-1-13. 

k. Personnel. 

Number of rop1acetncnts rl3cieved: 
Nurnber of perS0tF1"1 rotat::ld: 
Number rf' pe-sc:1'12l lost tL:Y"clgh 

att;"i ';'J," ')-::3.1 :,'I~,";.on: 

2 Officers 
2 Officers 

Promotion3 ~ 7 tv Sgt,; 2 to LCplj 3 to PFC 

1. 

107 Enlisted 
12 Enlisted 

2 enlisted oon
battle deaths 

1 enlisted WIA 
',(evaQ) 

to 17 Dec, daily intelligence brie~ 'ngs were held :::'01' 

BattaJ. '.0".,. .,(ld \>Jeekly briefings presented to the :firing batteri8s. 
Liaise' ',::" 'tJere made during the month to USM.ACV at QUANG TRI, 2/9 8-2 
and to 'i-2, e) Har Di v. 

m. Communications. 

During t.e period 18-2l Dec, the battalion commntj.ications plat",oo. 
installed 3. complete wire, radio, and message center communica.tions system to 
higher haadquarters,adjacent units and five subordinate firing batteries. 

7 ~~P~~1ftIU) -
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Voice conununication with outlying batteries was extepded in excess of 26 
miles -c_Gilizing the 1\.NjpRC-25 radio with RC":'29Z antenna. Electrica1wiring 
for hoadqu[,rters battery vJaS also insto.11ed by the ~orimlUnications platoon. 

n. Heather. 

The wea:the: during December was m3.rked by exte-ndedperiods of in
clement .mather but all il,.: 81:c:ned missions "W3re fll.lfillI3d. 

o. Fire support. 

This B:1t'~:_cE(:n pTovided artillery fire support a"s follows: 

K-4-12 

M-4-12 

B-1-12 

E-2"';12 

1-9 Dec 
10-15 i)c 

1-.. J~5 L._~ 

- Dis 0peration LAM S(lN 331 GARVN) 
_ G/S DOUG ~L'l Combat Base 
- G/S/Rr:~inf 1/12 

Dis to Recon inserts as required 
~ Dis 2/26 on Operation PAWNEE III 
- Dis 2/26 on Operation CHllJOOK 
- Dis 2/9 " " 

19-2")-1- Dec 
"25-31 '\30 
19-31 Dec 
29-30 Dec ~. D/.::;12th ARVN Regt - Operation LAM SJN 337 

" Hortars-
2-12 (-) 

C-l.-1J 
1st 15? 
Clue ?try 
(-)Rainf 

19-31 Dec - G/S PHU BAr AO 
24-31 Dec - G/S/Reinf 3/12 - Operation CHINOOK 
20-31 Dec - Dis 3/26 Operation CHINOOK 

19-31 Dec - GiS PHU BA.r AO" 
Dis Rec~n inserts as requited 

p. " Recapitulation of fire missions. 

1. DONG HA 1-15 Dec 
Q.!?§ m10BS 11&I REG HE ILLUM ID' 

K-4-12 
(Ll.l}l so j\; 331) 14 29 95 91.0 31 12 

K-4-12 llRear ll 5 68 37 1 565 10 0 

M-4-12 31 320 109 1 1710 205 27 

TOTAL 50 417 241 2 3185 246 39 
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. -' ..... ' .... --- "I 

.-
ll\ti~'~~ " ,,;j2j

; ~ :~~f Bi -r: 19-31 Dec 
OBS UNOBS HSc.! HE ILLUM WP -

Hortars/2/l2 (_)IIA" 10 2 41 228 1 

E-2-12 6 2'09 778 64 14 

Mortars/2/12 (-) 
"Rear" 7 9 50 1:72 20 " 2 

16 18 27 

1st 155G 12 11 83 171 44 1 
:2 

8" 1 1 !' 73 ... _-----
TOTAL 36 23 4~8 1440 155 18 

.-' 
3. Operation CHINOOK 20-23 Dec 

{, 

,'! 
~ 

OBS UNOES HE HE ILLUM WP 

O"tl-]3 74 60 138 2043- 744 148 

4;. Operation PAWNEE 19-25 Ded 

OBS UNOBS H&I HE ILLUM WP 

:::'--1-12 7 0 174 246 z3 0 

Enclosure (1) 

., 'flI2LE ;;# 11$1 • 
, ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• , • • 

Part IV 

., 
1. The following chronological supporting entries were extracted from tfue 
4th Ba.ttalion, 12th Marines December S-3Journal. 

el0001H - K-4-1Z' continues su.pport of ARVN Operation LAM 3:1N 331. (CG 3d Mar 
. Div msg 2811~5z NOv). .. . 

~l.350H .. M-4-1~' fired on 3 VO for Recon .(YD 019 659), 1 KIA (conr), 7 HE. 

031550H - K-4-12 displac~d to (l'D 415478) and continues support of ARVN. 

090930H - A.T?VN C'peratipn LAM roN 331 secured. K-4-12 returning to CP. Total 
rounds expended .. 910 HE, 31 ILLUM, 12 WP. (12th Mar msg 091640z). 

09175eH - Resumed OpCon of K-4 ... 12 now is position. 

lll452H - M-4-12 fired on VC for Recon Team HfiBU (YD 023 657). 8 KIA (prob), 
28 HE, Q. ' 

121450H - M-4_12' fired tior '3/3 PD. (YD '56 586), 3 KIA (prob), 23 HE, 2 WP. 

121735H -Hq 4th Bn, 12th Marines was aJ.erted to be prepared to displace to 
PHU BAI on order and provide Artillery Hq for PHU BAIAOH. (12th 
Mar msg :(21135z). 

141410H -M~-12 fired for Recon Team HABU. Secondary explosions resulted. 
(YD 035 658), 135 HE, D. 

~50900H - K-4-J2~ OpCon chopped to 1/40 FA USA. M-4-12 OpCon chopped to 2/9Lf 

FA USA. (12th Mar msg 150625Z). 

161700H- Closed DONG 1L\ CF (YD 228 587). 

171330H - Es~a.blished CP at PHU BAI (YD 988 122). 

190BooH - Assigned OpCon of all artillery in PHU BAr AO. B-l-12, E-2-lZ, 
l>1ortars/2/l2, 1st 155 Gun Btry (-) rein. (12th Mar msg 201250z). 

200005H - h!12 to provide artillery support for Operation CHINOOK. (12th Mar 
:11:: 201305Z). 

201300;; - l';(,rtars/2/12 (PIC-17) fired on 5 va for Recon Team SURF. (YD 514 252), 
5 KIA (prob), 23 HE. 

201320H - Mortars/2/i2 (PK-17) fired on 8 VC for Recon Team SURF. (YD 515 2t~ 
3' KIA (prob), secondary explosions, 6 HE. 
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210500H - Assigned.OpCon c...1-13.· c..,l'-13in DIS of 3/26 for Oper:at:tOll CHlliOOK. 
(12th Mar msg 2113002). 

211830H _ E/2/12 fired onruspe"ct~d VC,COTJl.Jjr;ny for 12th .4RVN Rept. (YD 990151'). 
" 5 KIA, 8 WlA (conf), 72 HE.- ' 

~ .' . " . . 

230725H- P-1-12 be prcp;->rod on order to displace l,oJith2/26 to' CHINOOK Opp.ration. 
, (4/12 msg 2315252). . ' 

, .; r' . . . .. '~i 

240900H - Operation 'PA~"il~~ III terr.rin."too..(Jd ?!in!" Div ' msf, 2313492). 

241341H - B..1-12 closed CP and d'isplA,ced to CHmOOK /\r~'p; (2D' 161012) to " 
(YD 541 3~5). . 

241630H - hJrtars -2-12 (-) displncedto CIffNOOK Area (YO 542 35f~'. 

242000H _ B...1-12 (',dlOrtars-2 .. 12' arrived CH:n~OOK Area, & establ ished CP (YD 542 358). 

240030H - B-1-12 &: }iortar&-2-12 chopped to OpCon 3/12 for Operation CHnJOOK. 
(3cl. Mer Di.v n1sg 260.33.32), (4/12 msg 2400302 & 2707.30Z). " , 

290700H - E-2-12 a.dditional mission D/S,12th lUiVN Regt for Operation LAN SJN 
, 3.37., (Verbal msg from 3d Har D.iv FSCC). . " 

2909.35H - .E..2-12 firod on VC compnny for 12th AtfilN (Opn LAl·l OOE 337) - c; KIA 
, (conf), (YD920 205), 11iP, '96 llii. 

- -. 

301800H - Operation L~'! ;:Dl-~ 337 terminated. 
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