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PART 1
' ORuAN thICNAL DATA
1. DESIGNATION

L.

~Lith Battalion (~)(Rein) 12th1lar1nes

-3d Marine Division

LtCol D. G. JONES (1-31 Dec)

SUBORDINATE UNITS

Hq Btry:

Btry K

Btry M

e

Capt ‘0, ' J. CREWS (1-31 Dec)
Capt J. H. BUTLER (1-27 Dec)
Capt G.G. GARWICK.(28-31 Dec)
Capt J. B WAY (1-31 Dec)

ATTACHED UNITS

1st 155tm Cun Btry‘(—)(Rein)
Btry B, '1st Bn 12th Mar
Mortar Btry, 2d Bn 12th Mar
Btry E, 26 Bn  12th Mar
Btry C, 1st Bn 13th Mar

LOCAT ION

1-16 Dee:
17~31 Dec:

DONG HA, RVN (YD 228 587)
PHU BAI RVN (YD 885 129)

- STAFF OFFICERS

b9

SgtMa]

S-1

3-2

S5-3
5-34
Sl
Supply0
CommO
MaintD
MTO

"V"M G MONTHLY | STRENGTH

P ’,‘
i

e —eimspets

Officers Enlisted

Officers

Maj E. D. LITZENBERGER (18-31 Dec)
Capt M. G, ONEILL (18-31 Dec) .
Capt W. J. ODLE (1831 Dec) ..
Capt J. D, DOBAK (18-31 Dec)

Capt J. T. BRACKMAN (21-31 Dec)

Maj D. B. BARKER (1-16 Dec)
Maj R. S. VARNEY (17-31 Dec)
SgtMaj J. W. ROBBINS (1-31 Dec)
2dLt R. D, ESMOND (1-31 Dec)

‘GySgt R. F. PICKETT (1-31 Dec)

Capt J. POWERS (131 Dec) -

2dLt R. D, HAWKINS (1-31 Dec)
Capt C. G. BLASI (1-31 Dec)
2dLt R. P . HORNE Jr. (1-31 Dec)
Capt W, W, HAMMOND (1-31 Dec)
2dLt W, DOMKE (1-31 Dec)

WO L. C. ECKSTROM (1-31 Dec)

USN

Enlisted

32 499 0

11 =«
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Part II
Narrative Squmary .

-The first of Decamber found the Lth Battolion Feidd
gaged in the improvement of the Eattalien G.P at WONG H
#ork progresse ..slowly due to inc
maturlal.; Newrthelcss, all work
‘glect rlcal ligihts by mid tecouber,

wrs heavilv en—
1D 228 587).
nt weather sn? a shortape of constmiction
- and living arcas ha” wooden decks and

} Battcrv h_ -~“TLn1oc t sunnort tlm ARVR s\,arorl anf)wsc} ar Op(ratjon LAM SOW
321 Soutnuast of '5;‘L1“Mb ltf-l On Dcc mbvr, Zattery- K d ce\d to- (YD L5 478)
to enhaice the. fire. squort for this OUVI‘aLlOI".K The Operstich tem nated at
0930 6n 9 Dec and theé Uatturv returned to 1te forner msltlcm area.

B?‘Lu ry. M arovldc': di v“ft fire sun'ort for Recovnﬁlssancr’ Patrols onerating
adjacant to Cam.p d. J ._(,mub_AJ . AIn addltlon,?ath ry I"I p’ovldﬁd General Sunvort
fire and itf‘Jnforclng firés for 3d ?atfalﬂon, 12th - m@s.

On 12 Uec, thb /L» Cattglion Head nil'arb\“s rOes 1vu1 or‘déré to . disvlace to

Fny gal fnd gssuims o .rationsl control of all artillory units in the PHU Bal
IAUd- :

A Th‘ t allon closod 1ts JJlLr Ha C £, on 16 Deconhor A St“!g(‘d at 1200
fOl" t e TISI"Ch tO LHU BAI Phe convoy deuartcd JO}]G HA Qt (7‘/20 17 Decer ™
with tl"v uattn ion arriving at its new C.F, (¥ 885 129) that aftermoon »t

1530

, fburth Battalion, 12th Harines assumed Oporatiorial ”i(}e:m‘;\‘féjl at 0200 on 10
vecamber of all artillury in the r‘dU BAL TOR. This control encor: mpsred. the
following firecins units: R

1st 155mu Gun Btry (-)(Rein)
Battery B, 1st B, 12th Har
Battery 4, 2nd Bnj; 12th lir ,
Mortar Battery, 2d Bn, 12 ’ar

o Ineac c Zattalion o dirs ctcd to form the 1st end 2d Provisional
156mm How (1Y) Be ttartus as exped: itiously as resources would nermit, The
Battalion continucd teo ng lntam aiinistrative control of *RPattery K and Tatteorv M,

- 03 CiGe CiaiiOON cormence.. st 0200 on 20 Dec with 34 Bn, 26th Marines
conducting a search ard cloar operstion in the COBLTiHanH Tat aprea, Nerth and
sust of dUwu,  Battery G, 1st Batt alion , 13th Marines provided dircet artillory
oaprort; Batbtery © was chepped Oncon/Adeon to 4th Battalmn, at 0900 on 21 Doc.

e to hoavy contact in erratlon CHINOOE, 20 Bn (- )(Rem), 26th Marines

waz coluiitted and its direct support Battery R/1 /12 di splac\,d from (ZD 161 012)
at 1341 24 Uec for Lihw LuwOR 0.
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korter Battory 214 Batbalion, 2th Marmes nanhing (4) 155mm Howitzers (TD)
was 1likeiise committed £o the CALL VK Operation on 24 Dec to rrovide Genersl
Suppert:/fcirforeing fircs. Onerstioral Control of tho threc otts I'lLS WAs
| coppcd to Tu.lrd Battallon, 12th Lmr ncs at 1425 on 2‘5 D(Cpmhtr. .

Recon Patrols in the U JAi AU were wpportod ‘Dr‘l‘ﬂaI‘WlV hv. the st 155mm
Gun Btry. _

Bat‘bcry Ea/ 9/ 12 provid.d #rtillery saprort for the two dgv AW sweed Yorth-
east of FHU BAL, Lo SUic 337, during the poriod 29-30 Dec 1966. . The Battery

conducted most of the H-I fires for the PHU BAL-Vital ~rea in addition to pro-
viding 9irsct Suport for th 2d Battalion, 9th Marincs,

Enelosure (1)
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PART IIT

SEQUENTIAL LISTTNG OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
1. a. Gombat missions é.s'signed-.. - .
| 1 Dec 66 - K-Li-12 continues D/S of ARVN oPeré.tion‘ La SON 331':.
1 Dec 66 ~ M-L{-lzl contimues G/S Reinforcing 1/12 at Camp J. J. CARRCLL.

9 Dec 4( w Cperation LAM SON 331 terminated. K-L-12 retums to

DONG WA Position area and resumes G/S role.
15 Dec 66 - Chopoed OuGen Btry K & M. K-L-12 to OpCon of 1/L0 FA,
: Yli-12 ~oCon of 2/9LF4, L/12 retains AdCon.

19 Dec 65 = L/i2 assipned mission of arty support for PHU BAL Area.
- Assured 0pleon of” B/A/12 (D/s 2/26 on Operation PAWNEE),
8/2/1: (D/S 2/9 PHU BAI T4OR), Mortar Btry/2/12 (G/S
PIU BAZ TA0R) and Oplen of 1lst 155 Gun Biry (-)(Rein)
(G/S PHU BAL T.°R).

21 Dec 66 . Assumed Oplon/adCen, C/1/13 whose mission is D/S 3/26 en-
gaged on Operation CHINOOK.

2} Tec G4 - Operation PAWNGE TIT terminated. B/1/12 and Mortars/2/12
displaced to Operation CHINOOK. =B/1/12 D/S 2/26, Mortars/
2/12 G/S/Reinforcing. .

95 Dec 66 - Chopped B/1/12, G/ /13, and Mortars/2/12 to 3/12 OpCon for
Operation CHINOOK. 4/.2 retains AdCon.

29 Dec 66 - E-2-1? assigned mission of D/S 12th ARVN Regt for Operatiocn
LA .7 337. Remains in D/S of 2/9 concurrently.

30 Dec 66 - Coera: - Lik "N 337 teminated.

b. Significant cperaticns concucted,

1-9 Dac K/\/12 = Operation L& SON 331
19~2L Dea B/1/12 ~ Operation PAWNEE
2l; Dec - 0/1/13 - Operation CHNOQK

B/1/12 ~ Operation CHITOOK
' W/2/12 - Operation CHINCQK
2920 2o /2/12 - Operation LAM 3R 337
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6. Cdsvalties inflicted on the enemys |
3 Ded - Meb12 in support of Reeon insert 1 KIA (conf).
11 ﬁec - E—hf?ﬁ'in suppof£ of Recon_iﬁserg 8 kiA>(p?§b)i
12 Dec - M-L-12 in support of 3/3 3 KIA (prob). |
20 Dec — Mortar Btry/E/i21in support_éf‘Recon insert SAKIA (prob).
22 Dec - £/2/12 on G-2 target 5 KIA, 8 WIAI(conf)w
2’\Dep - E/?/i? in suﬁpovt of 12%h ARVN" 5 KIA (conf).
d. Casualties . ..uulned. |

18 Dec 66 - K-li-12 sustained two non-battle deaths due to a motor
. ' veriale accident,

27 Dec 66 - Mgrtar/é/iz sustained one WIA (evae),
es New techniqués employed,
‘None.
.f; Comiand relations,

Lith Batbalion, 12th Marines has decentralized technical firs ¢lr-
ection ~f <11 firing batteries. No significant problems evident during the
reporting pericd. ’

. Equipment.

Overall maintenance is satisfactory. There are no facilities in toe
TONG HA area for 3d echelon maintenance of the 155mm howitzer (SP) M109. D-
maintenance is being pericrmed on tho M109s by the Battalion maintenance sec-
tion., Third echelon meintenance for 155 howitaer M101Al and 15Smm howitzer
VM11LAL is available at FiL.SJ #2, P¥ BAI. The overall deadline rate for ord-
nance is avproximatoiy £, The current deadline rate for Motor Transport is
217 due to the high deadline reté of the units recently joined. Assistance
has been requested from 3d Mar Div,

Due to the severa weather, difficulty has been encountered with mcisture
in the panoramic telescope of the 105mm howitzer. 1st 155 Guns have been
appraised by CMC that 155mm gun tube replacements will not be available for
at least a year. . At present all guns have new tubes but their life expectaucy
is less than six wmonthz under preseut operating conditions.
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h. ZLogisties,.

, Some difficulty has been sncountered in ascertaining the status ou
major items of equipment of the babi.ries recently joined due to the previou:
shifting of these units. An inventory is presently underway.

The overall supoly situvation is satlsfactOﬂy with- 80% of or~rating spares
~on hand, ‘Major items of equipment on rﬁqulsltlﬁn for units of tii® command
" include: L

(1) Two - Cenerator Set PUL82M

(2) oOné = Generator Set PU-34B A/G

(3) Fowr - Tractor, Full Tracked TD—lS

(h) Cng e I ?mm Howbar i.:
Unres - Truck, Carge 24 Ton M35

(é) Two ~ Truck, Cargo 3/l Ton M37E1

i. Diviec actione .

Two 30 piaster solatium payments were made on 10 Dec for wounding
of water buffalo by artlllnrj or mortar fire from an unkmown origin in the
DONG HA = CAM 10 area. Subsequent foréign claims were submitted on 22 Dec for

12, 000. plasters and 12,500 plasters after animals had been sold for meat value.

Forelmn claims were submltted by CAM 10 District Chief via 12th Marirnes S~5.

Je Admlnistratlon.

This battalion currently has AdCon of B-1-12, E~2-12, Mortar.Btry-
2-12, K-l-1#, Muh-12, and C-1-13,

Ke Personnel.

Number of replaceucnts recieved: 2 (Qfficers 107 Enlisted
Number of persocnnel rotated: 2 Officers 12 Enlisted
Number ~f pergcionel lost through ’ ‘

ion: ’ 2 enlisted non-
battle deaths

1 enlisted WIA
(evag)

atbrd Lol f e Shan vob)

Promotious: 7 to Sgt; 2 to LOpl; 3 to PFC
1o Intolliss Lo,

to 17 Dec, daily intelligence brie’:ngs were held Tor =

Battalion T Lad weekly briefings presented to the [iring batteries.
Liaisc: vi - - were made during the month to USMACV at QUANG TRI, 2/9 S~2
and tc -2, oo Mar Div,

m, Communications.

During t.e period 18-21 Deé, the battalion comnugications plateon
installed 5 complete wire, radic, and message center communications system to
higher haadquarters, ‘adjacent units and fire subordinate firing batteries.
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&, bhjﬁégg,hff ,
Volce c~ﬁ%unlcatlon with outlying b batteries was extended in excess of 26
miles ttilizing the AN/PRC-25 radic with RC<292 antenna. Blectrical wiring
for headquarters battery was also installed by the communications platoon.

Na Weather."

The weathe:r durvnﬁ December v was marked by‘oxtendéd perlods ot ln—
clement Weather but all acsikgned m1581ons were fulfilled,

o4 Fire support,

This Eattulicn provided artillery fire suppert as follows:

K-L-12 1-9 Dec = D/S Operation LAM soN 331 (ARVN)
Y 10-15 Ise ~'G/§ DOWG HA Combat Base :
7 M-b-12 115 Lo - G/8/Réiaf 1/12

D/S tc Recon inserts as required
B~1-12 19-2l Dec = D/S 2/26 cu Operation PAWNEE IIT
~ 25231 Tiee = D/S 2/26 on Operation CHINCOK -
E~2-12 - - 19-31 Dec =~ DAS 2/9 ' B
' 29-30 Dec .- D/5 12th ARVN Regt -~ Operation LAM SON 337

W

" Mortars- :
2-12 (=) 19-31 Dec ~ (/5 PHU BAT 40
o},~3L Dec = G/S/Reinf 3/12 - Operation CHINOOK
0113 20~31 Dec « D/S 3/26 Operation CHINOOK
1st 155 : ‘
Gun Btry :
(-)Reinf 1931 Dec =~ G/S PHU BAI 40
D/S Recén inserts as required

"pe Recapitulaticn of fire missions.

1. DONG HA 1—15 Dec

OBS UNCBS HeI REG HE ILLUM WP
K-L-12
(LAM SOE 331) 1L 29 95 910 31 12
K-L~12 "Reart 5 68 37 1 565 10 0
Meli=12 31 320 109 1 1710 205 27

TOTAL 50 L1y 2y 2 3185  2lb 39
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¢ e
bsse 7 B BT 19431 Dec
- OBS UNOBS H&I HE ILLUM WP
Mortars/2/12 (-)"A" 10 2. L1 228 1
B-2-12 6 209 778 64 1k
Mortars/2/12 (=)
"Rear" 7 9 50 172 20 . 2
16 18 27
1st 155G 2 11 83 171 L 1
g 1 1 2 13 )
TOTAL 3% 23 L8 1o 155 18 (
‘3. Operation CHINOOK 20-23 Dec | j
GBS MBS EI LM W k
Ox1-13 b 60 138 2043 7hh 148
lte Operation PAWNEE 19-25 Ded |
| . OBS UNOBS HI HE ILLIM WP
7112 7 o 1 A6 23 o
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Supporting Documents

1. The following ch‘ronélogicai supporting entries were. extracted from the
ith Battalion, 12th Marines December S-3 Journal.

‘elooolH,v- K-l=12 continues support of ARVN Op‘eration LaM ©N 331, (CG 3d Mar
~ Div msg 2811557 Nov). . S S :

&31350H = M-L-12 fired on 3 VC for Recon (YD 019 659), 1 KIA (conf), 7 HE.

031550H - Kw=li-12 d‘ispla‘c'gd to (YD L15 L478) and continues SupiLabrt of ARVN,

090930H ~ ARVN Cperation LAM SON 331 secured. K-L-12 returning to CP, Total
‘ rounds expedded « 910 HE, 31 ILLUM, 12 WP, (12th Mar msg 0916L0Z).

091758H

1114524 - M-li=12 fired on VG for Recon Team HABU (YD 023 657). 8 KIA {prob),
: 28 HE, Q. : ,

- Resumed O'pC-on of K-l=12 now is positicn. -

121450H - M-L~12 fired for 3/3 FO. (YD 956 586), 3 KIA (procb), 23 HE, 2 WP,

121735H -Hq lith Bn, 12th Mardines was alerted to be prepared to displace. to
PHU BAIL on order and provide Artillery Hq for PHU BAI AOR, (12th
Mar msg 121735Z).

© A1L10H - M<L-12 fired for Recon Team HABU., Secondary explosiofs resulted.
{1D 035 658)’ 135 HE, D.

150900H - K-L~12 OpGon chopped to 1/L0 FA USA, M-4-12 OpCon chopped to 2/9L
FA USA. (12th Mar msg 15062527).-

1617 00H- Closed DCNG HA CP (YD 228 587),
171330H - Established CP at PHU BAI (YD 988 122).

190800H ~ Assigned OpCon of all artillery in PHU BAL A0. B-1-12, E-2-12,
Mortars/Z/}J)»z', 1st 155 Gun Btry (=) rein., (12th Mar msg 201250Z).

2000054 ~ 1/12 to provide artillery supvert for Operation CHINOOK, (12th Mar
aor 2013052).

2013001 - Merbars/2/12 (PKw-17) fired on 5 VC for Recon Team SURF, (YD 514 252),
5 KIA (prob), 23 HE,

2013200 - Mortars/2/12 (PK=17) fired on 8 VC for Recon Team SURF, (YD 515 2€1.
3 KIA (prob), secondary explosions, 6 HE.
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210500H - Assigned Oplon C-1=13.° C=i=13.in D/S of 3/26 for Operatiom CHINOOK.
(12th Mar msg 2113002), : '

211830H - E/2/12 fired on suspected VC.conb-ny for 12th AR Rept (YD 990151’).
\ 5 K1a, 8 WIA (eonf), 72 HE, ’

230725H - B-1-12 be prepsrod on order to displace with 2/26 to’ CHIIIOOY Opc‘ratlon-
_ (4/12 msg 231525Z), : .

2LO9OOH - Operation Pauitius ILI tbrnlnated. {3d ¥ar Div 'mSEK' 23131+9Z)-- |

24134111 ~ B-1-12 closed CP and dishlaced to CHT— 00K arca (ZD 161012) to
(D 541 355).

241630}1 - Fortars -2-12 ( ) dlspl'wed to CdINOOK Area (YD 5142 35")
2[1_2000}1 - E_1 12 & MOI‘t&I‘S—Z-12 a.l‘I‘l'Ved CH]NOOK Qr(,a & L,‘%'bﬂbllShG'i CP (YD 542 358)

210030H — B-1-12 & Mortars-2-12 chopped to OpCon 3/12 for Opomtlon CHINOOK .
(3d Mar Div msg 2603332) (4/12 nsg 24,0030Z & 2707302)

29070CH = E-2-12 additional mission D/S 12th ARVN Regt for Oneratlon LAM SOK
337. . (Verbal msg from 3d Mar Div FSCC).

290935H - E-2-12 fired on VC compmy for 12th AHWN (Opn L'&h SOI 337) ~ 5 KIa
- (conf), (ID 920 205), 1.WP, 96 Hiv .

301800H — Operation Lan 30k 337 turmmated.
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